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²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ tŀǳƭ wŜȅƴƻƭŘǎ 

ŦƻǊ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǳǎƭȅ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ 

ŀƴŘ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǝƻƴ ƛǘŜƳǎΦ 

This attempt to identify and list the different machine marks 
and various combinations of dater die and obliterator that 
were used in Cardiff  to 1952 was first published ten years 
ago, since then extension to dates have been recorded and 
new marks have come to light, necessitating this new second 
edition.  The sequence of marks in Cardiff is mirrored in other 
towns and cities whose machine marks could be usefully 
researched in a similar way. 

Images have been taken from actual marks wherever possible, 
ten marks are taken with kind permission from Collecting 
Slogan Postmarks by Parsons, Peachey and Pearson. 

The author recognises that this record is incomplete and 
would be grateful if readers could email scans (600dpi or 
larger jpg files) to roger.gilbert@ntlworld.com of any item 
found that could expand this listing. 

View the collection items that underpin this listing  
www.thingspostal.org.uk/cardiff
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CARDIFF MACHINE CANCELLATIONS 
 
Between 1905 and 1952 three types of cancelling 
machine were used in Cardiff, Columbia, Krag and 
Universal. 
 
The Columbia 1905-21 and Krag 1909-24 machines 
can easily be distinguished as they used a rectangular 
dater with CARDIFF, TIME and DATE in three lines 
often with a letter A after the DATE. The machines 
initially used a six straight line obliterator die and after 
1914 a five wavy line obliterator die.  The two earliest 
Columbia marks have óNo.1ô between the central bars.  
 
 

The Columbia is a single impression as above whilst 
the Krag machine produces a continuous impression 
made by using two dater dies and two obliteration dies 
on a revolving cam. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Typical Universal 
dater die with arc at base 

The Universal machine 
cancellations between 1921-52 
have a distinctive circular dater 
with varying sizes of lettering 
and arc in the base. 

Early Columbia single impression  mark showing  a six straight line 
 obliterator die and  typical Columbia/Krag dater arrangement  



Columbia Machine 
 
Machines from the Columbia Postal Supply Co, Silver 
Creek, New York were installed into London offices from 
1901.  The machines cost Ã144 had a speed of 500-600 
letters a minute, with 5% misses, saving the time of three 
men and wages of Ã210 a year.  These  used a single 
impression with a circular dater die until 1904 when a 
rectangular dater die with lines above and below was 
introduced.  By July 1916 a total of 58 Columbia 
machines were in use nationally. Shown is the style of the 

first Cardiff Columbia machine mark used  in 1905. This 
machine was the first and only Columbia to be used in 
Wales and was in use until 1921.  The rectangular dater 
die was used with obliterator dies of six straight lines 
until 1914 when wavy lines were introduced.  From 1918 
slogan campaign postmarks were used.  Two Columbia 
slogan postmarks are known used in Cardiff in 1917 and 
1918 - BUY NATIONAL/WAR BONDS/NOW and 
FEED THE GUNS/WITH WAR BONDS. 
 
All Cardiff single impression marks up to 1921 were 
produced by the Columbia machine. 
 
 
 
  

Early Cardiff Columbia machine mark 
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Krag Machines 
 
Money was allocated for the purchase of Norwegian inventor 
Mr. Kragôs machines by the Post Office in their 1908 budget, a 
total of 18 machines being purchased at a cost of Ã2,106 one of 
these being for Cardiff.  All continuous impressions from 
Cardiff were produced by Krag machines one electric and one 
hand driven.  The electric machine was in use between 1909 
and 1924 using a rectangular dater die with a six straight line 
obliterator die 1909-1913, wavy line obliterator die 1913-1924 
and slogan obliterator dies.  The hand machine was in use 
between 1912 and 1914 had a distinctive ócrossô mark after 
CARDIFF and used a five wavy line obliterator die. 
 

Krag impressions were made by two dater dies and two 
obliteration dies, in pairs on a cam, producing a cancellation 
which goes right across the width of the item, there are slight 
differences between the pairs of dies with 78-79mm between 
successive impressions.  The public were not happy with this 
strike across the whole of the top of an item especially on 
postcards as it could obliterate part of the message. 
 

Three Krag slogan postmarks are known from Cardiff  BUY 
NATIONAL/WAR BONDS/NOW and FEED THE GUNS/
WITH WAR BONDS used in 1918 and  BRITISH EMPIRE/
EXHIBITION 1924 used in 1923. 
 
 
 

Feed the Guns with War Bonds Slogan  
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Universal Machine 
 
Trials of a machine supplied by the Universal Machine 
Co. of New York were carried out in London during 
1910.  The machine cost Ã250 and cancelled 620 letters a 
minute, this was followed by trials of a cheaper machine 
at Ã200 which cancelled 400 letters a minute.   
 
By June 1924 a total of 91 Universal machines in three 
model types were in use nationally.  Their design was 
based on the óHey Dolphinô and óKragô patents acquired 
in Norway.  
 
The Universal machine cancels are single impressions 
which were used in Cardiff from 1921, when it was 
issued with a Universal G machine, and are characterised 
by having circular dater dies with either five, six or seven 
wavy line and slogan obliterator dies.   
 
 

Typical Universal dater and obliterator configuration 

The circular dater dies are 21mm in diameter with 
varying size of lettering and  degrees of arc in the lower 
part of the dater.  Only one die (Type 13) has no arc.  
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Slogan Postmarks 
 
Slogan postmarks incorporate words or words and 
graphics to promote campaigns and advertise or 
commemorate events.  
 
The first slogan postmarks in Britain were used between 
December 1917 and November 1918 to promote the sale 
of War Bonds.  Columbia single and Krag continuous 
impression BUY NATIONAL/WAR BONDS/NOW  
and FEED THE GUNS/WITH WAR BONDS slogans 
have been found for Cardiff.  There were then no slogan 
postmarks until 1922 when slogans made a comeback in 
a small number of offices.  All slogans found used after 
1923 are from the Universal machine using various 
circular dater dies.  The number of dies produced 
nationally for each slogan varied greatly with only 12 
for the Krag BRITISH EMPIRE/EXHIBITION 1924 
issued in 1922 and 400 being issued for the Universal 
Victory Bells slogans of 1945, after this date a large 
number of slogans had 350 dies being issued to 
approximately 250 offices. Dies which were reused in 
successive campaigns were retained by the office, while 
ones which only had one period of use were returned to 
the supplies department as soon as they were 
withdrawn.  In other offices the 1951 Festival of Britain 
slogan was used from 2-30 April however at Cardiff it 
was also used on the 3rd and 4th May. 3rd May was the 
Festival of Britain commemoratives (2) and the change 
of colour GVI defintives (5) first day of issue, these are 
known from Cardiff on first day cover with the Festival 
of Britain slogan (See page 41). 
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Postcard used in 1908 showing óThe General Post Office, Cardiffô.  
Built at a cost of Ã68,000 in 1897 this building on the corner of Westgate 
Street and Park Street would have housed cancelling machines whose 
marks are detailed here.  In 1908 over 1,500,000 letters and 28,400 
parcels were dealt with each week.  The building still stands  (2016) 
although it was closed as a Post Office on the 9th July 1983. 
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CARDIFF MACHINE CANCELLATIONS 

Columbia Single Impression Machine.   

Dater - CARDIFF/TIME/DATE in three straight lines. 

a)  Obliterator six straight lines 

  Details Earliest Latest 

StL/s 1) No.1 Code, lines above and below dater 08/02/05* 20/05/06* 

 2) No.1 Code,  no lines above and below dater 07/06/06* 18/07/07* 

 3) No Code, no lines above and below dater 05/08/07* 31/12/07* 

 
 

4) 
 
No Code, no lines above and below dater 
A after date CARDIFF 17mm narrow óCô 

06/01/08* 04/04/08* 

 
 

5) 
 
Small A after date, 
CARDIFF 20mm D-F 3mm 

18/04/08 
 

28/11/08 
 

 
 

6) 
 
Small A after date, 
CARDIFF 20mm D-F 2İmm 

24/12/08 
 

 

 7) Small underlined narrow A after date 02/01/09 17/08/09 

 
 

8) 
 
Small underlined A,  
with extended left tail, after date 

20/08/09 
 

21/10/10 
 

 9) Large underlined A after date 14/01/11 19/12/11 

 
 

10) 
 
Large A after date, round óCô 
CARDIFF 20mm, D-F 2İmm 

23/12/11 
 

06/04/12 
 

 
 

11) 
 
Large A after date, 
CARDIFF 17mm 

19/05/12* 
 

13/09/12* 
 

 
 

12) 
 
Larger A after date, squarish óCô 
CARDIFF 20mm, D-F 2İmm 

25/12/12 
 

22/03/13 
 

 
 

13) 
 
Large A after date,  
CARDIFF 20mm, D-F 1Ĳ, square óCô 

20/06/13 
 

02/12/13 
 

 14) No A after date  Small letters D-F 1Ĳmm 17/01/14  

 15) No A after date  Large letters D-F 2ımm 19/03/14 11/06/14 



StL/s 2 ï No lines above and below dater 
all later Columbia and all Krag dater dies have no lines 

StL/s 1 ï Lines above and below dater 

StL/s 12  
Large A after date 
CARDIFF 20mm 
D-F 2İmm 

 

StL/s 13  
Large A after date 
Square óCô 

CARDIFF 20mm 
D-F 1Ĳmm 

StL/s 11  
Large A after date 
CARDIFF 17mm 

StL/s 10 
Large A after date 
Round ôCô 

CARDIFF 20mm 
D-F 2İmm 

StL/s 9 
Large underlined 
A after date 

StL/s 8 
Small underlined A 
with extended left 
tail after date 
CARDIFF 20mm 

StL/s 4 
No code, no lines 
A after date 

CARDIFF 17mm 
Narrow óCô 

StL/s 5 
Small A after date 
CARDIFF 20mm 
D-F 2İmm 
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b)  Obliterator five wavy lines 

 

StW/s 1) 
 
 

CARDIFF 20mm,  
D-F 2mm 
5 wavy lines inclined down 

01/07/14* 
 
 

03/04/15* 
 
 

 2) 
 

CARDIFF 18mm 
5 wavy  lines inclined down 

22/12/14* 
 

05/03/16* 
 

 3) 
 
 

CARDIFF 20mm square C, D 
D-F 1İmm 
5 wavy lines inclined down 

02/06/16* 
 
 

15/10/16 
 
 

 4) 
 
 

CARDIFF 20mm rounded D 
D-F 2mm 
5 wavy lines inclined down 

23/10/16* 
 
 

29/07/17 
 
 

 5) 
 
 

CARDIFF 20mm square C, D  
D-F 2mm 
5 wavy lines inclined down 

29/09/17 
 
 

23/10/17* 
 
 

 6) 
 
 

CARDIFF 20mm narrow C, D 
D-F 3mm 
5 wavy lines inclined up 

23/??/17 
 
 

 
 
 

 7) 
 

CARDIFF 18mm rounded C 
5 wavy lines inclined down 

10/09/18* 
 

25/12/19* 
 

 8) 
 
 

CARDIFF 20mm smaller letters 
square C, D 
5 wavy lines inclined down 

20/04/20 
 
 

13/12/20* 
 
 

 9) 
 
 

CARDIFF 20mm smaller letters 
narrow C, D 
5 wavy lines inclined down 

12/11/20 
 
 

22/08/21 
 
 

CFW/s CFȹ) CF in triangle 
5 wavy lines inclined down 

C1914/21 
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Columbia  (StW/s 8)  APL 20 20 with 3d 162 (Cardiff) postage due handstamp 
3d Postage Due stamp cancelled with a Single Circle BRIGHTON thimble 

5 wavy lines inclined upward 

5 wavy lines inclined downward 
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StS/s 1) PPP 1 BUY NATIONAL/WAR BONDS/ NOW 1918 

 2) PPP 6 FEED THE GUNS/WITH WAR BONDS 1918 

 c)  Obliterator Slogan 

Details of National Campaigns from 
Collecting Slogan Postmarks - Parsons, Peachey & Pearson  

мм 

{ǘ{κǎ м 

BUY NATIONAL/WAR BONDS NOW 
1917 December /1918 October 
About 100 pairs of dies used nationally 
(The first slogan cancellations in Great Britain 1917 - 
1918 ~ R A Keneally 1991 reports use in Cardiff   
21 December 1917 - 30 September 1918)  
Observed use  24/12/17 - 30/09/18 

{ǘ{κǎ н 

FEED THE GUNS/WITH WAR BONDS  
1918 1 October - November 
About 30 pairs of dies used nationally 
(The first slogan cancellations in Great Britain  
1917 - 1918 ~ R A Keneally 1991 reports use in  
Cardiff  7 October - 5 November 1918) 
 

Columbia FEED THE GUNS/WITH WAR BONDS (StS/s 2) 



Krag Continuous Impression Machines  

Dater - CARDIFF/TIME/DATE in three straight lines. 

a)  Obliterator six straight lines 

StL/c 1) 
 

Time central 28/10/09 
 

25/06/13 
 

 2) 
 

Time above date 
(error of placement ?) 

15/11/09 
 

 

CFL/c CFȹ) CF in triangle ??/05/10   

PdL/c Pd1d CARDIFF/PAID 1d 12/07/10*  

CFL/c - CF in triangle six straight line obliterator  
The two triangles differ in size one being 25mm at the base the other 23mm this is also true for the later  
Krag wavy line mark, it would seem that there was only one set of CF dies for the Krag machine. 

StL/c 2 -  
Time above date 

StL/c 1 - 
Time central 

PW/c 1 
Paquebot (Page 17) 

PdW/c ï Pd 1d 
Paid 1d 

мн 
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b)  Obliterator five wavy lines 

StW/c 1) Day, Month, Year      after CARDIFF 17/04/12* 19/09/15* 

 2) Month, Day, Year 24/09/13* 30/12/13 

 3) Month, Day, Year 
Large A after date - one dater section 

04/02/14 
 

19/06/14 
 

 4) 
 

Month, Day, Year  
Large A after date - both dater sections  

04/07/14 
 

 
 

 5) 
 

Month, Day, Year    
Round óCô, ôDô in CARDIFF 

08/05/15 
 

14/10/19 
 

 6) 
 

Month, Day, Year 
Square óCô, óDô in CARDIFF 

28/09/17 
 

11/11/20 
 

 7) Day, Month, Year 17/05/21 05/08/24 

CFW/c CFȹ) CF in triangle C1913/24  

PdW/c Pdİd CARDIFF/PAID İd 26/08/13*  

PdW/c Pd 1d CARDIFF/PAID 1d 04/08/17  

Krag Hand Operated Machine (StW/c 1)  to  G T Sibbering Chief Engineer at Taff 
Vale Railway and one of the founder members of Cardiff Philatelic Society in 1899. 



Columbia OCT 15 16 (StW/s 3) with 2d 162 (Cardiff) postage due handstamp 
2d Postage Due stamp cancelled with a Single Circle ERDINGTON thimble 

мп 

Postcard used locally with both Krag (StW/c 5) NOV 11 20  
and Columbia  (StW/s 8) NOV 12 20  


